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Shooting kills SJSU alum

Husain Sumra
Managing Editor
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
proposed to restore $305 million
to the California State University
system’s budget for the 2010–11
year in early January, according
to a Jan. 8 CSU news release.
“We commend the governor
for his renewed investment in the
California State University,” CSU
Chancellor Charles Reed stated
in the CSU news release.
The restoration to the budget
would also include an additional
$60.6 million for enrollment
growth, according to the CSU
news release.
Kunal Mehta, a Master of
Science student in software engineering, said he thought the
restoration of the budget would
be good for SJSU.
“I think the good days will
be back for the students and the
universities,” he said.
Pat Lopes Harris, director of
media relations for SJSU, said
the amount SJSU would get from
the restoration is unknown.
She said the amount would
not be known for a while as the
governor just proposed the restoration of the budget.
“It’s really premature for us
to talk about how much we’re
expecting here when the process
still has a very long way to go,”
Harris said.
She said the next step would
require action.
“The governor has proposed a
budget but the legislature has to
act on it,” she said.
Harris
said
last
year,
Schwarzenegger
asked
the
CSU system to accept a certain
amount of “one-time” cuts to the
budget.
She said when Schwarzenegger proposed the cuts, he said
he’d restore the money to the
budget in the following year.
Junior nursing major Jane
Balatbat said she’d believe it
when she sees it.
“Nothing is certain nowadays,” she said.
Dynason Tran, a freshman
nutritional science major, said
he was distressed by what the
budget cuts could do to students.

See BUDGET, Page 2
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Friends and family members of Albert Cobarrubias, an SJSU alumnus who was killed on Saturday, joined a prayer vigil in front of San Jose City Hall on
Monday night.

East side community
loses leader
Tommy Wright
Senior Staff Writer
SJSU alumnus Albert Cobarrubias balanced a busy schedule
of taking care of his children,
volunteering as a community
advocate, working full time and
continuing to help out on campus after he graduated, said
Sang Kil, an assistant professor
of justice studies.

According to a San Jose Police Department news release,
Cobarrubias, 31, was found with
a gunshot wound Saturday after officers responded to a call
of shots fired. After being taken
to a local hospital he was pronounced dead.
Both friends and family of
Cobarrubias said he had no gang
ties and believe the shooting was
a random act.

Raj Jayadev, director of Silicon Valley De-Bug, said Cobarrubias was a community advocate, focused on working with
families. Jayadev said Cobarrubias provided both emotional
and legal support for families
dealing with the criminal justice
system.
“What we lost when Albert
passed on was the type of role
model that every parent in San
Jose would want their child to
look up to or become,” Jayadev
said. “We had a living story of a
young man who had triumphed
over adversity and was at the

Furloughs back this semester
Andrew Martinez
Staff Writer
Furloughs will continue to
plague SJSU students, faculty
and staff in the Spring 2010 semester as it is scheduled on the
SJSU Master Furlough Calendar.
Furlough days are days that
SJSU employees are required to
take leave without pay.
The SJSU Master Furlough

Calendar for the 2009-10 year
lists a total of 26 furlough days
for the entire academic year.
Two furlough days have already
passed for the Spring 2010 semester and 11 more furlough
days are scheduled to occur
while the semester is in session.
Pending further discussions with Sacramento as well
as the multiple unions present
at SJSU, there aren’t any other

CAMPUSWIDE FURLOUGH DAYS
Monday February 15, 2010
Thursday April 1, 2010
Thursday May 6, 2010
Tuesday May 18, 2010

signs of extending furloughs,
said Pat Lopes Harris, director
of media relations for SJSU.
“Our understanding is that
the furloughs will end on June
30, 2010,” she said.
“If nearly every employee
furloughs, we will save $18 million in the coming year,” said
SJSU President John Whitmore
in a news release.
While the implementation of
the Master Furlough Calendar
has been smooth, the consequences have been rough.
“The biggest loss is not just
the (SJSU) employees, the student loses overall,” said Jeannine Slater, director of the McNair Scholars Program and the
Academic Support Program for
Increased Retention in Educa-

See FURLOUGH, Page 7
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community after he graduated,
Kil said. She said he wanted to
go to Santa Clara to stay close to
his family.
“He had aspirations of being a lawyer, and had he completed his law degree, he would
have definitely come back and
helped the community, prevent
them from being future victims
in racial profiling, prevent them
from not being empowered
economically and politically so
East San Jose doesn’t get left
behind like it always does, like it

See SHOOTING, Page 7
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New chief of police appointed
Peter Decena, SJSU’s
new chief of police, was
selected from applicants
across the nation to
oversee the University
Police Department, said
Pat Lopes Harris,
director of media relations for SJSU.
Decena has served in
many different capacities in law enforcement
and is currently a
captain of the San Jose
Police Department,
Harris said.
He will start on Feb. 8,
replacing interim
Chief William Coker,
she said.
She said some of the

criteria that lead to
Decena’s election were
his understanding of the
necessary security for
the SJSU community in
terms of the population,
education, and housing
and the need for understanding the security
involved in these departments.
“In a nutshell, we were
looking for someone
who possessed all
professional skills one
would expect of the
police chief,” she said.
Harris said Decena
is an alumnus with a
bachelor’s and master’s
degree from SJSU.

Online: Men’s Basketball

Audio Slideshow: Men’s Basketball team wins 93-84 against New Mexico State Saturday. Adrian Oliver,
the WAC Player of the Week, scored 22 points for the Spartans
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heels of greatness.”
Kil said that Cobarrubias had
children at a young age, so he
was very busy while attending
SJSU.
“I think that it was really
monumental and great that he
had kids, but at the same time
it was definitely difficult for him
to manage school and a full-time
job and volunteering,” Kil said.
She said he worked at a paint
store.
Cobarrubias grew up in East
San Jose and planned to attend
law school at Santa Clara University and continue helping his
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Bookseller offers textbook rentals

Matthew Santolla
Staff Writer
Starting
this
semester,
Barnes & Noble will allow students to rent college textbooks.
Barnes & Noble College Booksellers, a subsidiary of Barnes &
Noble, created a multi-channel
service that allows students to
rent textbooks from home by
logging onto its bookstore’s ecommerce Web site.
According to a Jan. 11 news
release from Barnes & Noble
College Booksellers, students
can pay using multiple forms
of tender, such as campus debit
cards and student financial aid.
During the Fall 2009 semester, the rental service has been
in the experimental stage at a
small number of colleges. After
some success, Barnes & Noble
decided to expand the service to
25 colleges this spring, according to the news release.
Participating colleges include the University of Maryland, Ohio State University and
the University of South Carolina.
Barnes & Noble College
Booksellers is the first nationwide bookseller to provide a
multi-channel textbook service.
“We feel real good about the
progression of our program,”
said Jade Roth, vice president
of books at Barnes & Noble College Booksellers. “We want to
do what we can to help college
students and make their lives
easier.”
Roth said the program is focused on giving students several
choices when buying textbooks.
“A student can come into our
store or rent online,” she said.
“If they know what they want to
rent they can have to book sent
right to their door.”
Roth said students will have
the ability to save up to 50 percent on the price of a textbook.
According to a 2008 study
done by the National Association of College Stores, students
spent an average of $702 each
on required course materials
during the 2006-07 academic
year. This number does not
include net gains from selling
books back or from financial
aid.
Roth said renting textbooks
is a common sense idea that,
according to the experimental
program, many students support.
Joseph Gin, a sophomore
materials engineering major,
said purchasing textbooks every semester can be an expensive burden.
“I think it would be a great
idea,” Gin said. “I buy expensive

textbooks and never use them
after the semester. I always go
for the cheaper price, so I think
I would like the rental service
system.”
A Spartan Bookstore representative said the bookstore has
been aware of the Barnes & Noble program and plans to start a
pilot textbook rental service at
the university.
“We have plans to start a pilot program in the fall of 2010,”
said Phil Chiaramonte, senior

director of retail services for
Spartan Shops. “If it works we
would like to expand the program that following spring semester.”
Chiaramonte said that a textbook must be used by a teacher
for more than one semester in
order to be a rental.
He said that he is working
with teachers who have a large
number of students and hopefully the books will be able to
work with the program.

In the meantime, Chiaramonte said the Spartan Bookstore is still taking steps to compete with large outside book
competitors such as Barnes &
Noble.
“We have a price match
guarantee on any title that you
find from an outside company,”
Chiaramonte said. “We will also
pay 10 percent off the difference
in cash. So when you get a book
from us, you truly are getting it
for the best price.”

CAMPUSIMAGE

A new educational tax credit
could prove beneficial to both
SJSU students and parents.
The American Opportunity
Credit is a tax credit created by
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, a stimulus plan passed by Congress
last February, according to the
Internal Revenue Service’s Web
site.
The IRS Web site states the
credit was created to update an
existing educational tax credit
to further benefit families and
students to pursue higher education.
“The AOC allows the taxpayers to claim a credit against their
federal income taxes for certain
education expenses if the student qualifies for the credit,”
Coleetta McElroy, interim director of the financial aid and
scholarship office, stated in an
e-mail.
The credit is so new that
some students don’t know much
about it. Justin Tan, a senior
business management major,
said he wondered if there was a

Eric Bennett
Staff Writer
Students like Zin Wai Htike, a
senior molecular biology major,
have already begun to feel their
temples ache well before they
entered a classroom. It doesn’t
take the new semester beginning
for Wai Htike to remember how
painful textbooks can be.
“Sometimes buying my textbooks is much more of a hassle
than attending any of my actual
classes,” said Wai Htike, who
dreads getting stuck with older,
unsalable textbook editions.
For some students on tight
budgets, e-textbooks may offer
an end in sight to the madness.
Companies such as enTourage
Systems Inc. are trying to find a
remedy for students’ mounting
frustrations by developing electronic readers that may have the
potential to replace traditional
textbooks.
“Schools worldwide are becoming increasingly digital, and
utilizing content that is rich with
multimedia,” said Doug Atkinson, enTourage Systems’ vice
president of marketing and business development. “The enTourage eDGe enhances the learning experience for students and
it offers an added convenience
by taking a heavy backpack and
shrinking it into a high-powered,
light-weight, portable device.”
He said the eDGe “makes
textbooks more interactive, allowing students to easily access
integrated hyperlinks and video,
which brings additional value to
the materials.”
According to the enTourage
Systems Web site, the eDGe will
cost $490.
Senior accounting major
Solmaz Rahsaz said she is well
aware of where technology is
headed, but isn’t sure the price is
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Junior anthropology major Diana Nixon shops for books at the Spartan Bookstore on
Monday. Nixon said she has never heard of the Barnes & Noble rental program, but said she
would not rent books because she likes to keep them for reference.

Tax credit could help students
Kevin Hume
Staff Writer

E-textbooks
may lighten
book loads

catch involved with the credit.
The credit is a modified version of the Hope Credit, which
has existed since 1998, according to the IRS Web site.
This new credit heightens
some of the Hope Credit’s existing benefits. It extends coverage
from the first two years to the
first four years of higher education, and raises the benefit
amount from $1,800 to $2,500
toward your taxes, according to
the IRS Web site.
The AOC will also make it
easier for people and families
that earn higher income levels
to benefit. According to the IRS
Web site, the cutoff level has
been raised for single filers from
$60,000 to $80,000, while joint
filers will see the cutoff level rise
from $120,000 to $160,000.
Jasmine Mendoza, a junior
corporate finance major, said
the tax credit would help out a
lot of people.
“I definitely plan on applying,” she said.
The new credit has also expanded the amount of expenses
that qualify for a benefit.
According to the IRS Web
site, the Hope Credit only al-

lowed students and parents to
get credit for tuition and related
expenses, but has now been expanded to include course materials such as textbooks, supplies
and equipment necessary for
classes.
Financial aid students may
also qualify for the credit, depending on how much of their
educational expenses have been
covered by financial aid.
“This amount may vary for
students who received financial aid due to all or a portion of
their educational expenses may
have been covered by financial
aid, therefore may not be allowed,” McElroy said.
The IRS Web site states that
forty percent of the AOC is a

refundable credit for most taxpayers, so most people could receive up to $1,000 even if they
don’t owe taxes.
“I think this is a good idea for
families and it further supports
the initiative behind advancing the education of America,”
McElroy said.
According to the Financial
Web Web site, tax credits can be
more valuable than tax deductions, as they reduce the taxes
people owe instead of reducing
their taxable income.
“Students and parents have
told us that this credit has proven to be beneficial for them,”
McElroy said. “Tax credits are
useful and I would pursue credit
for my student.”

“It’s hard right now for us to
go through school and knowing
that it might take longer than
four years to get a B.S. degree,”
he said.
Tran said he was affected by
the budget during his first semester last year.
“I was waitlisted in almost every single class,” he said. “I ended up only having seven units for
my first semester.”
Tran said budget problems
mean he would have to go to
night classes and summer school
to graduate on time.
Balatbat said the people re-

quite right.
“I think its safe to assume that
eventually all textbooks will be ebooks,” Rahsaz said. “I wouldn’t
be interested in buying the textbooks unless it was cheaper than
an e-book or if it was a book that
was relevant to my major.
Junior business major Diana
Garcia said she thinks e-books
are becoming a bigger trend because of how accessible they are
to students.
“Students are always on their
laptops,” Garcia said. “E-books
are much less expensive than an
actual textbook. Students would
rather buy e-books based on the
price and flexibility of accessing
it on their laptops or home computers.”
Chris Pollett, associate professor of computer science, said
e-books could become more desirable to students because they
take up a minimal amount of
space on one’s computer.
“E-textbooks are trying to
solve a problem that will probably go away on its own,” he stated in an e-mail. “If one considers
the amount of memory needed
to store the text and images of
a book, it is almost always less
than a single MP3 and definitely
less than the typical movie.”
Pollett, however, said he believes e-books still have a ways
to go until the masses can fully
embrace them.
“The reason why people still
like books is they prefer books
as a reading device rather than
devices that use a computer to
simulate being a book,” he said.
“This is because books come in a
variety of form factors and devices like the (Amazon) Kindle need
to be able to accommodate all of
them, but so often do so poorly.
The user interface of e-book
readers is still more complicated
than books.”

sponsible for the budget should
think about the students.
“I am living, basically, off of
loans and grants or whatever,”
she said.
She said the impact the budget has had on other students
makes her angry.
“I really felt bad for the students who couldn’t get full financial aid because they weren’t
a full-time student or they were
basically paying, what, thousands of dollars for three units,”
Balatbat said.
Mehta said the increased
funding could end up helping
students, as professors could
hire teacher’s assistants or create similar positions to help students.
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Fallen tree kills
two-year-old
Ryan Buchan
Senior Staff Writer

A two-year-old was killed when a 60-foot
tree fell onto the cab of a GMC pickup
truck Friday night in downtown San Jose,
according to Mercury News reports. Three
passengers were inside the truck — a man,
a woman and the child, said Fire Captain
Barry Stallard. It looked as if the tree fell on
the truck because of the winds of a storm,
Stallard added. The incident occurred on
Seventh Street, near Margaret Street, in
downtown San Jose. Police blocked off the
street and off-ramps for the 280 freeway.
Ryan Buchan / Spartan Daily

Selter appointed provost, faces challenges
Kristen Pearson
Staff Writer
When Gerry Selter was a child, he
never imagined he’d be the provost
of SJSU, he stated in an e-mail.
But after working at SJSU for
40 years, Selter was named provost
Dec. 8, 2009.
He stated that he didn’t really
think much about what he wanted to
be when he was a child, but he knew
he always loved science.
From elementary school through
junior high, Selter stated that he
enjoyed astronomy, in high school
he got into chemistry, and in college
he was interested in organic chemistry.
It wasn’t until his junior year in
undergraduate studies at Wayne
State University in Detroit that
Selter realized he wanted to teach or
become an administrator.
“When I arrived at San Jose State,

I had no aspirations of becoming an
administrator in the university,”
Selter stated.
Selter became interim associate dean of the College of Science
in 1993, after 28 years of teaching
organic chemistry and doing other
research in the College of Science,
then moved on to become interim
dean in the spring of 1994, and
then moved up to being dean of the
College of Science in the summer of
1994, he stated.
After completing 11 years as dean
of the College of Science, Selter became the executive assistant to the
SJSU president in January 2005.
When former provost Carmen
Sigler retired in July 2009, Selter
took the interim provost position.
Selter stated he was offered the position after a national search for a
new provost.
“It was a position I whole-heartedly accepted,” Selter stated.

SJSU President Jon Whitmore
said he hired Selter because he was
the best man for the job.
“Dr. Selter has held a historical
position in this school, after being
here for 40 to 41 years, and he was
well connected,” Whitmore said.
“He knows everyone and has worked
with most of the faculty, so the transition was very smooth.”
Whitmore and Vice Provost
Charles Whitcomb said they think
Selter is a great co-worker.
“I enjoy working with Dr. Selter
very much,” Whitcomb said. “We
work collaboratively very well.”
Whitmore said some of the provost’s duties are to oversee the hiring and firing of the faculty at SJSU
and to make sure classes for graduating seniors are readily available.
There should be enough teachers
and enough room in the classes for
everyone to be able to get through
college in a timely manner, he said.

“I’d like to see an increase in retention and graduation rates of students from this university, which is
one of Dr. Selter’s major agendas,”
Whitmore said.
Huong Nguyen, a senior hospitality, recreation and events management major, said he doesn’t know
Selter well enough to determine if
he’s right for the job.
“He hasn’t made himself known,”
Nguyen said. “You would think
someone of that high honor would
make himself known to the students.”
Sophomore nutrition major Kylie
Miraldi said she thinks it would be
good for the new provost to start
working on the university’s budget
problems.
“I think it can be beneficial to
have the new provost for the school
to work on budget cuts and furlough
days,” she said. “But I don’t want
them to cut out the fun classes.”

Gerry Selter
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Cirque du Soleil
rolls to San Jose
Andrew Martinez
Staff Writer
They fly through the air with the
greatest of ease, those crickets and ants
on the flying trapeze, to play off the
1868 circus-themed song “The Daring
Young Man on the Flying Trapeze.”
Cirque du Soleil will open its blue
and yellow big top tent to premiere
its newest show, “OVO” on Feb. 4 at
the Grand Chapiteau at Taylor Street
Bridge along Highway 87.
“The show’s all about insects,” said
Kevin Kopjak, an executive at Charles
Zukow Associates, a public relations
firm representing Cirque du Soleil. “It
takes you deep inside the world of the
bug life.”
“OVO” means egg in Portuguese,
and the egg in “OVO” represents the
life cycle of a colorful ecosystem filled
with busy insects, according to a Cirque
du Soleil news release.
“The founder of the company
wanted to create a show about biodiversity,” said Frederique Gagnier, a
spokeswoman for “OVO.”
According to the news release,
Cirque du Soleil, which began with 20
street theater performers in French
Canada, has evolved into an organization that now presents 20 shows
throughout the world.
In addition to “OVO’s” world premiere, this is also the debut of Cirque

du Soleil’s first female director, Deborah Colker, who wrote and choreographed “OVO.”
“There’s 130 people on the road
with this show,” Gagnier said. “There
are 55 performers, the rest are technicians or people to take care of the
tour. It’s a big family.”
Gagnier said all of Cirque du Soleil’s
touring shows travel with a school for
performers who are minors.
“In this show, all the minors are Chinese, so they follow the Chinese curriculum,” Gagnier said. “Other touring
shows follow the Quebec curriculum,
so they can be taught in French or in
English, and the kids of the performers
can go to school as well.”
She said the set up and tear down of
the “OVO” venue is a big operation.
“It takes three days to tear it down
completely and seven days to set it up,”
Gagnier said.
Kopjak said “OVO” was launched in
April 2009 in Montreal.
“All shows begin in Montreal,” he
said. “That’s where Cirque du Soleil is
based. Then they usually move on to
Quebec City, and then they go on to
Toronto, and then they’ll go on to the
United States.”
“OVO” performs eight to ten shows
a week, Kopjak said.
“You could see the show twice and
not see the exact same thing,” Gagnier said. “Two hours before the show,

Photos by Kirsten Aguilar/ Spartan Daily

Cirque du Soleil performers rehearse hand balancing, foot juggling and acrosport for the latest show
called “OVO.”
the artistic director, physiotherapists,
head coach and stage manager meet
and they decide what’s in the show,
because sometimes we have someone
who is tired or sick or injured and we
need to replace.”
The physical demands of the performers’ bodies require Cirque du Soleil to employ a team of physical therapists to travel with the show, Kopjak
said.
“We have four full-time chiropractic
and physio physicians on hand for any
kind of injuries or massage,” he said.
Kasper Falkesgaard, who plays a
cricket in “OVO,” said he is a native
of Denmark and was on the national
gymnastic team.
“I’ve been training all my life
in acrobatics and gymnastics, so it
seemed the right thing to join Cirque,”
he said.
“OVO” also features Russian trapeze acts, foot juggling, hand balancing
and acrosport, which is a combination
of dance, acrobatics, athleticism and
agility, according to the news release.

New sushi joint Osheyo disappoints
RESTAURANT OF THE WEEK
Minh Pham
A & E Editor
A hole in the wall, it was. A diamond in the
rough, it was not.
Located next to Peanuts Cafe, the store next
door has had at least three different businesses
try to take advantage of the steady traffic flow
coming down San Fernando Street.

Jennifer Hadley / Spartan Daily

The Hero roll from the new sushi restaurant
Osheyo on San Fernando.

Osheyo, which means “welcome” in Korean, is a Korean-Japanese style restaurant that
opened late December of last year, and it is trying
its luck.
Before the location was Osheyo, it was a Mexican restaurant, and before that a falafel house.
I wanted to love this restaurant.
I was hoping to discover delicious sushi at
prices even students would deem reasonable.
The aesthetics hinted at such promises
with bare walls adorned by only two small
picture frames.
Hit songs from the ’80s blared from a boom
box at the corner of the room.
It just had to be cheap. But as the saying goes,
“Good sushi is not cheap and cheap sushi is
not good.”
Seating is limited in this tiny restaurant with
only enough room for 17 people.
The service was prompt and polite as there
was only one other party eating.
We were served a unique tasting Korean tea
that had us all guessing what it could be.
Green tea? Wood tea? Nut tea? Nope. Corn
tea. It was kind of addictive after I knew what I
was tasting.
There was only one waitress, who also owned
the restaurant along with her husband, the chef
— a true mom-and-pop operation.
The menu included all the popular Korean
and Japanese dishes such as bibimbap, which
is seasoned beef with vegetables over rice with
spicy sauce and udon noodle soup.
I ordered the kimchi fried rice and a specialty
roll that included spicy tuna, jalapenos, cream
cheese and shrimp tempura.
My friends ordered chicken udon, a chicken
teriyaki rice plate and another specialty roll.
My sushi roll looked fantastic but the sushi
was not fresh — it almost had a bitter taste.
The tempura was sufficiently crunchy and
they didn’t mess up on the rice, which has to
count for something.
My kimchi fried rice came out in a giant
orange blob.

The kimchi pieces were small and didn’t
have that bite I’m used to tasting in this pickled
cabbage dish.
I did love the texture of the rice which was
chewy and just a tad sticky.
I made a minor dent in the rice plate and
boxed up the rest for dinner.
My total was eight dollars for the sushi and
seven for the rice.
My friend, who had the udon noodle soup,
doused half of it with soy sauce saying the soup
“needed help.”
She kept holding up pieces of chicken and winc-

ing as she let it slide back into its murky waters.
She swore they gave her only the giblets of
the chicken.
The always safe chicken teriyaki rice plate
satisfied my other friend, as did the deep fried
specialty roll.
Everybody paid around $8 for their meal.
Although it wasn’t anything special when I
first ate it, when I brought my leftovers to a bar
where some friends were, my food vanished in
10 seconds.
I guess that sums it up — this is the kind
of food that tastes better after a couple of beers.
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Adrian Oliver scored 22 points in the Spartans victory Saturday against the Western Athletic Conference’s New Mexico State Aggies . He was named the WAC Player of the Week

Spartans beat WAC’s best
Joey Akeley
Executive Editor
What a week it was for Adrian Oliver and the Spartans at
the Event Center.
Thursday, the SJSU guard
scored a career-high 39 points,
carrying the Spartans to a win
over the Western Athletic Conference leading Louisiana Tech
Bulldogs.
Saturday, Oliver poured
in 22 more points, but it was
the 11 combined 3-pointers
by guards Mac Peterson and
Robert Owens that propelled
the Spartans to a 93-84 victory
over New Mexico State Aggies,
knocking them out of a first
place tie in the WAC.
“First game, I just got in a
rhythm early,” Oliver said. “It’s
something I just can’t really
explain. I’d much rather have
it like this, where you have five
guys score in double figures.

Sports
in Brief
Women’s B-Ball
gets fifth win
The SJSU women’s basketball team captured their first
win of the Western Athletic
Conference season Saturday
with a 58-53 win over Idaho.
Samantha Marez led the
way for the Spartans (5-13, 1-4
WAC) with 16 points including a 3-pointer with two minutes left that gave the Spartans a lead they would never
relinquish. Palagi Atoe scored
13 points The win snapped a
4-game losing streak for the
Spartans.

Women’s Water
Polo wins three
The SJSU Women’s Water
Polo was the only squad to go
3-0 this weekend at the Michigan Kick-Off. Adriana Vogt
scored four goals in the third
game of the weekend. The
Spartans defeated Colorado
State 13-3 and Indiana 8-6 on
Saturday before defeating UC
San Diego 15-6 Sunday.

That’s just much better team
basketball.”
Whereas on Thursday, when
the Spartans were in control
for most of the second half,
with Oliver killing virtually
every Bulldog comeback attempt, Saturday’s game against
the Aggies took a big Spartan
comeback.
The Spartans had a 21-20
lead midway through the first
half, but they wouldn’t score
their 22nd point for nearly
eight minutes.
The Aggies took advantage
of the Spartans’ cold shooting,
going on a 19-0 run to take a
39-21 lead with just over two
minutes to go in the half.
“I think we got a little
rattled,” center Chris Oakes
said about the eight-minute
stretch.”We were careless with
the ball. We tried playing their
game instead of playing our
game.”
Oliver ended the run with
an
acrobatic
left-handed
layup, and Mac Peterson’s
third 3-pointer of the half got
the Spartan crowd back in the
game.
On the ensuing possession,
Oliver collected his own missed
shot and scored despite being
knocked to the ground
He made the free throw to
complete the three-point play,
capping the Spartans 9-0 run
and cutting the deficit to nine,
which it was at halftime.
“We’re not playing very
well, and we just needed to
change our mindset,” head
coach George Nessman said
about SJSU’s performance in
the first half.
Any momentum the Spartans had was quickly squashed
when the Aggies scored eight
points in just over one minute
to begin the second half, extending their lead back to 15.
But the Spartans started a new
charge.
Down 56-44, the Spartans
went on a 13-0 run, thanks to
three 3-pointers by Owens.
The third gave the Spartans
their first lead of the second
half.

Back and forth they went, as
the two teams exchanged the
lead four times in the next five
minutes before Mac Peterson
took over the game.
With the Spartans up
three, Peterson made his fifth
3-pointer of the game.
On the next possession, Peterson drove down the teeth of
the Aggies defense and passed
to Oakes who slammed it
home.
Moments later, Spartan
guard Justin Graham stole the
ball from Aggie guard Jonathan Gibson and found Peterson wide open in transition,
and Peterson buried his sixth
3-pointer of the game, giving
the Spartans a nine-point lead,
their largest lead of the game.
“Mac’s a shooter, he’s just
a straight shooter in practice
when he gets two, three going,
he’ll probably make nine after
that,” Oliver said. “Once he hits
his first couple, he won’t miss
for the rest of the game.”
The Spartans closed out the
Aggies in the final minutes by
making 11 of their 12 free throw
attempts, securing their second
consecutive upset.
The Spartans made a season-high 12 3-pointers as a
team.
“If they’re hitting the 3-ball
like they did tonight, they’re
going to win it all,” Aggies head
coach Marvin Menzies said.
“That’s my projection right
now. They’re going to win it all
if they shoot 60 percent on the
3-ball. You can take that to the
bank.”
The win gave the Spartans
an 11-8 record, marking the
best start they’ve had since the
1999-2000 season.
The win also gave the Spartans a 4-3 conference record,
which put them in a three-way
tie for fourth in the conference.
“We are definitely a threat,”
Oliver said about the rest of the
season. “We felt that this week
was a big opportunity.

To see an audio slideshow of men’s
and women’s game go to

go to Spartandailyphoto.com
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New head coach names assistants
Kyle Szymanski
Sports Editor
New SJSU football coach
Mike MacIntyre has only been on
the job for about one month, so
he said he doesn’t want to predict
whether SJSU will improve next
season.
But there are a few things he
can virtually guarantee.
“I believe in two components:
discipline and conditioning,”
MacIntyre said. “Everything is so
new, but I look forward to working with these young men, and
having a well-disciplined football
team and a very, very conditioned
football team.”
MacIntyre, who has spent the
last two years as the defensive
coordinator for Duke, comes to
SJSU with 20 years of coaching
experience, including five years
as the defensive back coach for
the NFL’s New York Jets and Dallas Cowboys.
Since being announced as
head coach in late December,
MacIntyre said he has been recruiting nonstop and is focused
on recruiting high school players
in the state of California before
signing day on Feb. 3.
The ideal recruit is a quality
football player with good character and commitment to the classroom, MacIntyre said.
He has also had to recruit a
staff. MacIntyre announced four
members of his coaching staff at a
press conference on Friday.
Bryant Young
Defensive line coach
Young made a name for himself in the Bay Area during his 14year career as a defensive end for
the San Francisco 49ers.
He began his coaching career
last season as a graduate defensive assistant for Notre Dame
University.
He said SJSU’s turnaround as
a football team begins with the

Sports Information Department Photo

New SJSU football head coach Mike MacIntyre speaks at a news conference on Dec. 17. to announce his hiring. He named four assistants at a seperate news conference on Friday. Ma
team staying healthy next season,
and being able to battle in the
trenches where the game is won.
This is where Young’s success
in the NFL as a four-time probowl selection and member of
the All-Decade Team of the 1990s
comes in.
“I think having a unique perspective as a player will help me
effectively communicate with
the guys,” Young said. “Teaching
them the fundamentals and integrity of the game, and teaching
them how to watch game film.”
Besides trying to find recruits
that are physical and tough,
Young said he is looking to recruit players that have respect for
the game and each other.
He also said he expects every
player who comes through the
SJSU program to want to graduate.

“My expectation is every guy
who comes through this program
takes advantage of being able to
earn a degree because football
is going to end one day,” Young
said. “My expectation is for them
to leave here with a degree in
hand.”
Gary Bernardi
Offensive line coach
Bernardi has coached for 30
years including stops at USC,
UCLA and Arizona.
Bernardi said he will try to use
his experience to help build the
program.
“I will bring maturity and wisdom because I have been doing
this a long time,” Bernardi said.
“I think I have the energy to develop the chemistry the group
needs to develop into a cohesive
and strong unit.”
He said his plan is to bring

in three or four recruits for the
future while trying to coach the
offensive linemen that are already
in place.
“We have got to start with 10
guys in spring practice, coach
like heck, and start to build that
chemistry because if you don’t
have good chemistry from the
top, it hurts,” Bernardi said.
Bernardi will be put in a challenging position when SJSU
takes on rival Fresno State.
Bernardi’s
son,
Joe,
is
a
center
on
the
Bulldogs roster.
“The best scenario is that he
plays well, we win, and my wife is
happy,” Bernardi said.
Bernardi said he is going to
have his players emphasize work
in the weight room and conditioning as spring approaches.
He said he expects the ma-

jority of his offensive linemen to
redshirt.
Hugh Freeze
Offensive coordinator
Fast and up-tempo are just
two ways to describe the offensive schemes that Freeze plans to
run while at SJSU.
“We will run as many formations as you can imagine, but
whatever they are, we go fast,”
Freeze said. “The only thing that
will keep us from doing something is a lack of imagination. If
we can imagine it, we can do it.”
Freeze comes to SJSU after
spending two seasons as the head
coach of Lambuth University, a
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics school in Tennessee. Freeze previously spent
two years at the University of
Mississippi as a tight end coach
and wide receiver coach in 2006
and 2007.
Freeze was 20-5 in two seasons at Lambuth.
Freeze said he fully expects
SJSU to turn its program around,
but expects there will be growing pains prior to the wide
open, fast paced offense getting
established.
But once the schemes are
learned, he said he hopes to snap
the ball every ten seconds.
Freeze said he isn’t really concerned about the size of his recruits as long as they have speed
to run in the space the offensive
line is sure to create in his system.
An ideal recruit is someone like Dexter McCluster, an
all-purpose back that Freeze
brought to the University of Mississippi during his tenure there.
McCluster became the only player in the South Eastern Conference to compile 1000 yards rushing and 500 yards receiving in a

season, Freeze said.
“Hopefully, we can bring a
new freshness, a new belief into
the kids,” Freeze said. “Besides
the difference in tempo, the offenses are not real different. I
think there is something to build
with here.”
Tim Landis
Special teams coordinator and tight end coach
Landis comes to SJSU after
spending the past seven seasons
as the head coach of Bucknell
University.
Freeze and him will play an
important role in the development of first year head coach
Mike MacIntyre, who said he
will turn to the two former head
coaches for guidance.
Landis said he looks forward
to working with the returning
players and bringing in some
good speed guys in this year’s recruiting class.
“I am just looking for tough,
hard-nosed guys,” Landis said.
He said he will be aggressive
on special teams and will look to
develop a solid core of specialists
and coverage teams in the limited
time he will have working with
the group.
“I truly believe that special
teams is a third of the game, but
to be honest, you don’t get a third
of the time to really focus in on
it,” Landis said. “What I have to
do in my limited time is really get
our guys spooled up. We want to
be able to focus on our schemes
and be able to execute.”
Thus far, the hardest part of
his job has been remembering
everybody’s name as he gets acquainted with the SJSU community.
“The other day, I introduced
myself to a kid, and he said,
‘Coach, I already met you two
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FURLOUGH
tion. “Their options are cut.
Students are paying higher fees
and not getting more out of it.”
Coleetta McElroy, interim
director of Financial Aid and
Scholarships, said the burden
of the furloughs was not only
felt within the administration.
“Furloughs interfere with
time used to serve the students,” she said.
“The hardest thing for me
was just having access to the
things you need,” said Erlinda
Yanez, a senior behavioral science and sociology double major. “This last semester, I really
felt it, especially when quizzes
came up.”
“I have less value for what I
paid for, because I had access to
less things,” Yanez said.
Yanez said that the impact is
not just on the students’ shoulders alone.
“I felt bad for professors
because they were really trying hard to accommodate the
furloughs,” Yanez said. “It was
the same amount of work in less
time. Professors saw less students, in less time and had the
same demands.”
“Administration
is
so
swamped,” said Slater. “Sometimes even switching furloughs
just to get the work done.
They’re really trying to do it.
I’m proud to work in this building with these people.”
President Whitmore has expressed a similar sentiment on
his blog:
“2009 has not been an easy
year,” he stated. “We’ve had to
endure additional fees, a shortage of courses and furloughs
that disrupted all of our schedules. But I’m proud of the effort
that you have made and the
progress you have made under
these difficult circumstances.
You inspire me to want to continue to develop this university
and to find more funding from
our legislature.”
Four furloughs will occur
during the Monday through
Thursday academic week of the
Spring 2010 semester, according to the SJSU Master Furlough Calendar: 2/15, 4/1, 5/6
and 5/18.

SHOOTING
From Page 1
continues to,” Kil said.
Gilbert Villareal, the justice
studies department coordinator,
said Cobarrubias was a member of the criminal justice honor
society, Alpha Phi Sigma, who
volunteered often before and after he graduated.
Villareal said he quickly
befriended Cobarrubias and
thought he was someone who
would have made a real difference in his community.
Cobarrubias’ cousin, Santos
Munoz, said Cobarrubias was
a big San Jose Sharks fan and
they spent a lot of time watching
hockey games at Cobarrubias’
house. He said he was a humble
person who put family first. Munoz said Cobarrubias had three
daughters.
“He always said ‘my kids are
No. 1,’” Munoz said.
Munoz said Cobarrubias
graduated in 2008.
A prayer vigil was held Monday in front of San Jose City
Hall to try and bring peace in response to the shooting, as well as
other violence that has occurred
in the area, said Pastor Sonny
Lara, the event organizer.
According to the SJPD news
release, the homicide was the
first of the year in San Jose.
The release stated that anyone with information on the
shooting should contact detective Sgts. Tony Mata or Dave
Gutierrez of the SJPD Homicide
unit at 408-277-5283. Those
who wish to remain anonymous
may contact Crime Stoppers at
408-947-STOP (7867).
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From Page 1

3 WEDNESDAY

6 SATURDAY

Author/Illustrator Matt Tavares
on Henry Aaron’s Dream
King Library, Rms 225/229,
2nd Floor When: Wed, Feb 3,
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM, contact Lorraine Oback at lorraine.oback@
sjlibrary.org or call (408) 8082183.

Pride & Passion: Opening Reception
King Library, Rms 225/229,
2nd Floor When: Sat, Feb 6,
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM, contact Lorraine Oback at lorraine.oback@
sjlibrary.org or call (408) 8082183.
“Pride and Passion: The AfricanAmerican Baseball Experience”
Exhibit
King Library, Exhibition Area,
2nd Floor When: Sat, Feb 6 - Fri,
Mar 12, contact Lorraine Oback
at lorraine.oback@sjlibrary.org
or call (408) 808-2183.

10 WEDNESDAY
Panel Discussion: Life in the Negro Leagues
King Library, Rms 225/229,
2nd Floor When: Wed,
Feb 10, 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM,
contact Lorraine Oback
at lorraine.oback@sjlibrary.org
or call (408) 808-2183.
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Sparta Guide is provided free of charge
to students, faculty
and staff members.
The deadline for
entries is noon,
three working days
before the desired
publication date.
Space restrictions
may require editing of submission.
Entries are printed
in the order in which
they are received.
Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.
com or in writing at
DBH 209.
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$20,000 worth of instruments stolen from music department
Jasmine Duarte
Staff Writer
When Scott Pierson, SJSU
marching band director, walked
over to the trailer where the
marching band equipment was
suppose to be on Dec. 18, he
said he felt something was not
right.
As Pierson and a student
walked to the alley where the
trailer was, on the floor was the
lock in pieces.
“I already knew what was going to happen when I lifted the
gate,” Pierson said.
Pierson said he immediately

saw that eight saxophones and
two trombones had been stolen
from the trailer.
Approximately
$20,000
worth of instruments was stolen
from the trailer between 7:00
p.m. on Dec.14 and 12:00 p.m.
on Dec. 18, said Sgt. Manuel
Aguayo of University Police Department.
The band was coming back
from a recording session at Spartan Stadium and left the instruments in the trailer overnight.
The instruments were going to
be moved into the Music building the next morning for the remainder of the winter break.

Since the burglary, none of
the instruments have been recovered, the band has received
a number of donations and instruments from the community,
Pierson said.
Pierson also said the donations that have been made were
from SJSU alumni, parents of
students and people the school
of music and dance have never
heard of.
It’s been a “heart-warming
response,” said Edward Harris,
director of SJSU’s school of music and dance.
The band has so far received
two saxophones and two trom-

bones and are expecting more
instruments within the next
couple of weeks, Pierson said.
Pierson also said the band
has received more than $3,000
in checks from the community.
One of the biggest concerns
Pierson said he has had since
the theft is the possibility of
having to turn away prospective
students who want to join the
marching band.
“Usually the instruments are
kept in the building,” Harris
said. “It was odd how one night
left in the trailer, they were taken.
“Either
someone
knew

(where the instruments were) or
someone was very lucky.”
Right after the instruments
were stolen, Pierson said he sent
the serial numbers that were on
each instrument to all the pawn
shops in the San Jose area so
pawn shop owners know what
numbers to look out for.
To prevent something of this
manner from happening again,
Pierson said titanium locks have
been put on every trailer that
is owned by the SJSU school of
music and dance.
He said the locks cannot be
broken with bolt cutters or any
other tools. Also, the ends of the

trailers will be parked an inch
from the wall, so if the locks
are somehow broken, a person
would not get more than an arm
into the trailer.
Pierson said he and other
students from the marching
band have been checking eBay
and craigslist daily to see if any
of the stolen instruments turn
up.
Aguayo said the case is currently still open and under investigation and if anyone has
any information to please contact UPD at (408) 924-2222.
Pierson said donations will
be accepted at (408) 924-4643.

CAMPUSIMAGE

Stefan Armijo / Spartan Daily

SJSU pitchers Andy Hennessey, Esteban Guzman, Pat Hennessey and John Austin exercise in front of Tower Hall instead of SJSU’s baseball field, which has been flooded by the recent rain.

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES
BARBERSHOP/SALON PRECISIONCUTZ
Welcome to Precision Cutz where looking good just
got better.
Ladies, are you looking for a stylist you can trust?
We do everything from cuts and color to Brazilian
Keratin Treatment straightening. You will always get
great service at reasonable prices. Our stylists are
fabulous at what they do and will have you coming
back for more!
For the Gents! We also have 3 extremely talented
barbers that do the cleanest fades, tapers, custom
design, or a nice shave with a straight razor.
We offer all Paul Mitchell products and free Wi-Fi
and have the NFL Ticket on Sundays for your football
needs on not 1 TV but 3 different LCD’s
Appointments
It is our pleasure to accommodate your appointment
requests, please call our concierge desk for
assistance. If you have reached us after hours,
please leave a message and we will return your
call the following business morning. You may also
email your appointment requests to appointments@
precisioncutz.com. Last minute or walk-in requests
are always welcome.
Hours Of Operation:
Monday – Saturday 9 am to 8 pm
Sunday 10 am to 6 pm.
*Hours Subject to Change (408)928-2887
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or
services advertised below nor is there any guarantee
implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily
consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved
or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements
in these columns may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses for additional
information. Classified readers should be reminded
that, when making these further contacts, they should
require complete information before sending money for
goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully
investigate all firms offering employment listings or
coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED
AD RATE INFORMATION
• Each line averages 25 spaces.
• Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is
formatted into an ad line.
• The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no
extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am, 2-weekdays prior to publication.

HOUSING
2 BDRM, 1 BA APT WALK 2 BLOCKS to SJSU
$1200/mo & $500/dep Off street parking & coin
laundry (408)504-1584

WelcomeBack
Spartans!

EMPLOYMENT
SWIM CLUB MANAGER, SANTA CLARA
Seeking person to manage, schedule, train staff,
maintain safe and clean facilities, handle money and
supply inventory and who relates well to all ages.
Part time to full time March-Oct 2010. submit resume:
fpcc@comcast.net
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: Make $5-$25 per
survey. GetPaidToThink.com.
EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP.
Earn up to $150 per day being a Mystery Shopper.
No Experience Required. Call 1-800-722-4791

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate with a Job?

Spartan Daily Classifieds

Rules for KenKen

en?
K
n
e
to K play!
w
Ne rn to
Lea

MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:
1
2
3
4
RATE:
$10.00
$15.00
$20.00
$25.00
$2.50 each additional line after the third line.
$3.00 each additional day.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE:
FREE (student ID required)
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.

1. Each row and column must contain the numbers 1 through
6 without repeating.
2. The numbers within the heavily outlines boxes, called cages, must
combine using the given operation (in any order) to produce the
target numbers in the top-left corners.
3. Freebies: Fill in single-box cages with the number in the top-left
corner.

• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY • ALL ADS
ARE PREPAID • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS

Spartan Daily classified ads appear
in print and online.
Register to place your ad at:
www.thespartandaily.com

Advertising >Classified Ads >Register
QUESTIONS? Call 408.924.3283

Look in Thursday’s
paper for the solution
to today’s puzzle
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Senseless acts of security
A

h, airport security — the
United States’ first line of
defense against encroaching
threats from abroad.
Let’s take a look at the
tools with which our vanguard
ensures the safety of citizens,
shall we?
Partitioned security zone,
check.
Pat downs, check.
Strip searches, check.
X-ray machines, check.
Metal detectors, check.
Common sense, che- well,
not really.
On Jan. 13, the New York
Times published a story about
a Cub Scout who must endure
additional scrutiny from airport security every time he
flies the not-so-friendly skies.
When his family flies,
8-year-old Mikey Hicks becomes the focus of airport
security’s searching hands
simply because he shares a
name with someone else who,
somewhere, somehow, raised
the suspicions of someone at
the Transportation Security
Administration.
And yet, the TSA said
there are no 8-year-olds

Ryan Fernandez
Not Yet Rated
on its No-Fly list.
That’s a half-truth if ever
I’ve heard one.
According to the article,
there is no “Michael Hicks” on
the TSA’s No-Fly list, but there
is a Michael Hicks on a larger
list of select individuals the
TSA has designated for additional screening.
It doesn’t matter that 8-yearold Mikey Hicks was not the
exact person the TSA was on
the watch for — as long as the
name’s the same and there’s no
way or willingness to verify the
identity of a flagged individual,
every “Michael Hicks” can consider himself to be on the list,
and should prepare for flights
accordingly.

I’m sure the screeners and
the TSA have only the best
intentions in casting so wide a
net, but this is taking the idea
of “better safe than sorry” too
far.
We need brainpower to
catch terrorists, but the mindless manner in which security
measures like the watch lists
are applied speaks of an astonishing lack thereof.
How much brainpower does
it take to see that an 8-year-old
is not a terrorist?
Still, despite my outrage, I
can understand the necessity
of having screeners insist on
putting an 8-year-old through
his paces at the security
checkpoint.
They can make a common
mistake, searching the kid
when there is so little reason
to do so, following procedures
and putting the kid through
his paces, complete with an
aggressive
pat-down
and
interview
and
all
the
obligatory waiting.
But the screeners could
take comfort in the fact the
plane arrived at its destination intact, at the cost of

inconveniencing a family and
impinging on an 8-year-old’s
sense of self-worth.
Or they can take a chance
that the kid may or may not
have a bomb in his bag and
have a plane blow up in their
faces.
It’s a dilemma born of
paranoia and fear.
Should
the
screeners
follow the pattern and make
the same mistake everyone else
has, or should they let him go,
playing the (admittedly very
good) odds and run the risk of
making a stupid and very fatal
error?
And yet, it is truly a
testament to the vigilance and
capabilities of our security
forces when they insist upon
frisking an 8-year-old Cub
Scout, but still manage to
miss bombers with explosive
underwear.
Clearly, common sense
has no place when it comes to
ensuring the security and
safety of American citizens.
“Not Yet Rated,” appears
biweekly on Tuesdays.
Ryan Fernandez is a Spartan
Daily copy editor.

Never ending saga of steroids
M

ark McGwire’s chances
of getting into the Major
League Baseball Hall of Fame
look to be as far gone as one of
his epic home runs.
McGwire’s name has appeared on Hall of Fame ballots
four times, but has only garnered between 21 to 24 percent
of the vote, which falls considerably short of the 75 percent required for admission, according
to the Associated Press.
The 12-time all-star, who is
tied for eighth on baseball’s alltime career home run list with
583 home runs, certainly has
statistics worthy of being in the
Hall of Fame.
Rampant speculation and
now confirmation of McGwire
using performance-enhancing
drugs have made voters skeptical of his achievements.
Based on the Hall of Fame
ballot results for the past four
years, it appears that baseball
writers aren’t going to admit
performance-enhancing
drug
users into the Hall of Fame.
But where is the line drawn
with
performance-enhancing
drugs?
The Major League Baseball Joint Drug Prevention and
Treatment program states “all

Kyle Szymanski
Running with Szyssors
players shall be prohibited from
using, possessing, selling, facilitating the sale of, distributing,
or facilitating the distribution of
any drug of abuse, performanceenhancing substance and/or
stimulant (collectively referred
to as “prohibited substances”).”
This list of “prohibited substances” includes well-known
drugs such as human growth
hormone, testosterone and
steroids, all of which have
been at the center of improved
power statistics during the past
decade.
The ambiguous nature of this
language opens it up for interpretation.
Does this include all performance-enhancing substances?
If so, does this mean players
can’t consume caffeine or natu-

ral herbs to increase memory,
mood or metabolism?
Should players dump the
coffee and ditch the ginkgo and
St. John’s Wort?
Sure, coffee and herbs can’t
help a player hit home runs
— the biggest symptom of the
“steroid era,” but the benefits of
these substances can enhance
performance.
Several players who have
been suspended by MLB have
openly stated that seemingly
harmless substances have caused
positive results under MLB’s
testing policy.
After being suspended for
50 games in 2005, pitcher Ryan
Franklin told the SportingNews
Web site, “There’s got to be a
flaw in the system. I have no
clue. I tested in [early] May and
again three weeks later. The first
was positive, the second was
negative.”
Outfielder Alex Sanchez also
claimed he was innocent after
being suspended. He claims the
only substances he had taken
at the time of his positive drug
test were multivitamins, protein
shakes and muscle relaxants.
At least nine of the 25
players
who
have
been
suspended by MLB have said

they believe legal substances
have factored into their positive drug tests, according to the
Baseball’s Steroid Era Web site.
Three of the 25 said they
believe substances given to them
by doctors have resulted in positive tests, which under baseball’s
policy would be an acceptable
use of banned substances.
None of the players suspended have put up numbers
worthy of being considered for
the Hall of Fame, but one can
only wonder if they do go on to
have illustrious careers whether
voters will excuse their alleged
mistakes.
About 125 players have been
linked to the use of steroids so
far, according to the Baseball’s
Steroid Era Web site. God knows
how many more names will come
out as time passes. One can only
wonder how many of these players mistakenly tested positive
because of accidental consumption of drugs perceived safe.
I have an idea for all MLB
players — stick to bread and water and nothing else.
“Running with Szyssors,”
normally runs beweekly on
Wednesdays.
Kyle Szymanski is the Spartan
Daily sports editor.
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I just want
my CoCo
P

eacocks suck. I’m on Team
Conan and the late night
situation NBC has created is
disgusting.
It started five years ago
when NBC tried to keep their
up-and-coming star Conan
O’Brien, who hosted “Late
Night with Conan O’Brien” at
the time, from bolting to another network by offering him “The
Tonight Show” in 2009.
That was a wonderful and
smart decision by NBC to lock
up its talent, but that wonderful
and smart decision was marred
by a horrible and stupid one.
Jay Leno, who was the host
of “The Tonight Show with Jay
Leno” at the time, was essentially being forced out, so Leno
agreed to retire when O’Brien
would take over “The Tonight
Show.”
NBC’s multicolored peacock
logo seemed to turn green with
envy as 2009 rolled around and
Leno was No. 1 in the ratings,
so they decided to keep him on
the network by giving him a variety show at
10 p.m.
N o w ,
NBC’s
affiliates were
complaining
about
the
ratings
of
Leno’s show,
so
NBC
executives
decided to
move Leno
to 11:35 p.m.
with
eyes
as green as
grass.
The move would have
bumped O’Brien back to 12:05
p.m. and would have nullified
the meaning of “The Tonight
Show.”
O’Brien disagreed with the
move and decided to leave the
land of the peacock and I, along
with many other people, are denied of our love for the tall, pale
Irishman.
Sure,
O’Brien’s
ratings
weren’t great and he lost to David Letterman constantly, but
I’m sure NBC knows late night
shows take a while to develop.
Did they forget it took Leno
about three years to take the
No. 1 spot?
Their timing to make the
change doesn’t make too much
sense either as they’d have
to fill five hours of programming every week because of the
timeslot vacated by Leno.

Husain Sumra
Husain in the Membrane
Peacocks don’t have very
large brains and it seems like
NBC executives don’t either.
Fear not, fans of CoCo,
O’Brien will be back in seven
months and he will have a new
show.
Fox will probably do their
best to enter the late night wars
by luring in O’Brien to host a
show.
You might soon suffer withdrawals from the maestro of
late night, but I have a couple
cures for you.
You could watch clips of
O’Brien’s greatest moments on
both
Hulu
and
YouTube, or you
could grow
out
some
wild hair and
do the patented string
dance until
you pass out.
In those
moments
you
may
find one that
stands out
for me.
On his last show, which was
an extravaganza featuring Tom
Hanks, Will Ferrell, Neil Young
and Steve Carell, O’Brien talked
about his hate for cynicism.
He choked up talking about
the love and passion his fans
displayed for him during the
mess with NBC.
O’Brien said despite his
struggles with NBC, he’s grateful for all they’ve done for him,
and uttered a saying that could
inspire many after him.
He said, “If you work really
hard and you’re kind, amazing
things will happen,”
O’Brien definitely worked
hard, attained his dream job
and doesn’t regret a thing.
But I’ll still miss my CoCo.

Peacocks don’t
have very large
brains and
it seems like
NBC executives
don’t either.

“Husain in the Membrane,”
normally runs biweekly on
Monday.
Husain Sumra is the Spartan
Daily managing editor.
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